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might well be called by the lesser title of king of
Kaldi. This fact goes far to explain the constant
attempts of Chaldean princes upon Babylon. They
were not moved by a sentimental appreciation of
the glories of Babylon and its ancient royal titles,
as were Tiglathpileser III and Saigon, They
thirsted for power over the Babylonians because
it brought wealth and ease, and with these head-
ship among their own Chaldean peoples. This
leadership among the Chaldeans had, however,
more than once wrecked their hopes, when by con-
tact with Babylonians they had learned more of
the beauty and dignity of Babylonian civilization
and come to recognize in the title an expression
not so much of wealth as of honor, a headship in
civilization. From such ideas they were dragged
down by the Chaldean populatioi), who thirsted
after the wealth and demanded that they should
receive the well-cultivated lands and the city prop-
erty. These demands had been measurably granted
by Merodach-baladan, and as a direct consequence
of this compliance his new rule was promptly
shattered by the Assyrians, and Chaldean suprem-
acy was postponed.

As we have already said, however, the Chalde-
ans had not disappeared during the period of the
Assyrian supremacy over Babylonia. They existed
in great numbers in Babylonia, and were only
awaiting the day when they should be able to
produce the man strong enough to seisse or to cre-
ate a favorable opportunity, as Merodach-baladan